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Middleborough Elementary 
                               February 2017   

Jamie Basignani, Principal 

Sharon Fischer, Assistant Principal 

313 West Road, Essex, MD  21221 

(410) 887-0160 main office (410) 887-0161 fax (410) 887-0471 nurse 

www.middleboroughes.bcps.org 

Follow us on Twitter @middleboroughes   

Like us on Facebook @middleboroughes 

 

Dear Mariner Families, 

It is hard to believe that the school year is almost halfway over 

already.  As we begin the third marking period, we would like to 

take this opportunity to thank all of our families for your support of 

Middleborough Elementary and our instructional program.  Our 

students come prepared to learn and know that their parents 

understand that school is extremely important and expect 

students to give 100%.  Thank you for spending time each 

evening to listen about their day, assist with homework, and 

encourage their efforts to meet the academic challenges of their 

grade level.   

On Friday, Feb. 3, we will celebrate students who have 

demonstrated excellence in quarter 2 - academically, personally, 

and with their attendance.  We are so proud of all of our 

Mariners, and look forward to honoring them on this day, and in 

the future.   

Sincerely,  

Jamie Basignani, Principal               

Sharon Fischer, Assistant Principal  

 

Upcoming Events 

February 3 -Quarter 2 Awards 

Assembly, 2 - 3:30 pm  

February 7 - PTA Meeting,     

6 pm in the library  

February 9  

Mariner Spirit Day 

February 14  

Wear your favorite 

Valentine’s Day colors 

February 16  

Mariner Spirit Day 

February 17 

Professional Development - 

schools close 3 hours early 

February 20 - Schools closed 

for President’s Day 

February 22 - PTA Spirit Night 

at Pizza John’s, 5-8 pm 

February 23  

Mariner Spirit Day 

COMING NEXT MONTH: 

March 2 - Spirit Day - Dress 

like a Dr. Seuss character 

March 7 - STEM Night, gr. 3-5, 

6-8 pm 

March 10 - PTA Spirit Night at 

Miss Twist, 3:30 - 9 pm 
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Kindergarten Registration 2017-2018 

Middleborough Elementary will hold its’ Kindergarten Registration for the 2017-18 school year on 

Thursday, April 20 and Pre-K registration will be on Thursday, May 18.   Contact Mrs. Hans at 410-

887-0160 for more information.  More information is forthcoming regarding the times.  Please pass 

this information on to any neighbors who may be attending Pre-K or Kindergarten next school year. 

PTA Hershey’s Candy Sale 

UPDATE:  We have 100 boxes on their way, with 55 boxes assigned.  

Permission slips are due this Friday, Feb. 3rd.  The candy will be sent 

home with your child on Monday, Feb. 6th.   Candy may be also be 

picked up in person on Monday in the cafeteria between 3:45-5:00 

pm or on Tuesday at the PTA meeting between 6:00-6:30 pm in the 

library.  If you need another permission slip, please contact your 

child's teacher.  Please contact mesfundraiser313@gmail.com for 

further assistance. 

 

 Team BCPS Blue Day - WINNING SCHOOL! 

 On Thursday, January 12, 2017, MES was full of Team BCPS (and Mariner!) blue.   Throughout the   

day, staff members tweeted pictures of their students sporting BCPS blue, using the hashtag 

#BCPSblue.  Middleborough was acknowledged by BCPS for demonstrating the “Best Embodiment 

of Team BCPS”!  Way to go, Mariners!!!   
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Winter Weather and Early Arrival 

Please remember that our school doors do not open until 8:45, 

when teachers are on duty.  We ask that students are not 

dropped off much earlier than this time, as they will need to wait 

outside and it can be pretty chilly in the morning!!!  

Attendance Notification  

As listed in the Superintendent’s Board Policy and Rule, parents 

are notified on each school day, at approximately 10 am, if their 

child is marked absent in the attendance system.  The call is 

made through our automated system.   

 Value of the Month  

Our third success skill is integrity.  Throughout the month of February, students will be recognized for 

demonstrating integrity.  Integrity stems from honesty, but is a higher, more public form of action.  It 

is possible to be honest without displaying integrity, but it is not possible to have integrity without 

honesty.    

Why is integrity important in today's world? 

The need to manifest honesty is all the more important in our current 

era of social media. One look at online comments sections in 

newspapers will confirm that electronic communication makes it much 

easier for people to be dishonest and act in uncivil ways. How often 

do we read an e-mail that causes us to raise our eyebrows because it 

sounds so unlike the sender we know? Communicating through the 

internet reduces the personal connection, and it's easier for honesty to 

be lost. The fact that today so many of our interactions are electronic means that being confident 

about others' trust and integrity is even more important today than in it has been in the past.  

Ask your child if they have earned their Integrity Brag Tag!! 

Building Our Classroom Libraries 

We are accepting donations of gently used books to add to our classroom collections.  If you 

have some to donate, please send them to Mrs. Fischer’s attention. 

We are continuing to work on labeling and distributing books.   We have materials to box up for 

removal, books to level, and materials to label.  If you are able to contribute any amount of time, 

we would appreciate it!  Please email Mrs. Fischer at sfischer2@bcps.org if you can help.   

 

 

Our School Hours  

8:45 am - 9:05 am Arrival 

3:25 pm - 3:45 pm Dismissal 

Please take note of the 

dismissal time.  If                     

car-riding/walking students  

are present at 3:45, emergency 

contacts will be called.   
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BCPS Stakeholder Survey 

Have You Taken the BCPS Stakeholder Survey? 

Last year, BCPS used Stakeholder Survey data to guide school improvement, identify staff training 

areas, improve office safety, and help staff work better together. Your responses can help us 

improve even more!  Available online from January 30 through March 3 at www.bcps.org, the 

survey only takes about five minutes or less, is anonymous, and is available in 16 languages for 

students, parents, and community members.  The survey can be taken from anywhere using a 

phone, tablet, or computer, but students, parents, and staff will be given opportunities to take the 

survey at school. If you are a BCPS parent and employee, or if you have children in more than one 

school, you are encouraged to take the survey more than once to reflect these experiences. 

 

411 from the School Counselor 

We are into our second semester, just about halfway through the school year. Think about talking 

to your student about setting a goal they would like to achieve by the end of the third marking 

period. Maybe it’s improving their math grade or spelling. Help them identify what they want to 

achieve, but make sure the goal is realistic that they could attain. Set the date the goal should be 

achieved by, and specifically what they will do to help them achieve their goal.  

Here is an article that explains the long-term benefits of goal-setting and the basic process. 

http://teaching.monster.com/benefits/articles/9440-effective-goal-setting-for-students 

If you have questions about goal setting, please contact me and I will help. 

That’s all for now. If you have any questions or needs, please do not hesitate to ask me for 

assistance. Thank you for all you do for your students and Middleborough Elementary. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Hopkins 

mhopkins2@bcps.org 

 

 

 

http://www.bcps.org/
http://teaching.monster.com/benefits/articles/9440-effective-goal-setting-for-students


   

The Mariner  Page 5 of 6 
   

 

 



   

The Mariner  Page 6 of 6 
   

 

 


